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Working agenda 

 

September 2019   

09:00 - 17:30 Client Service Meetings (CSM) / Internal meetings  

September 2019   

08:00 – 09:00 

 

Registration & Breakfast  

09:00 – 09:15 Welcome and introduction 
 

Mike Camburn, Head of KSA Indirect Tax 

Local Tax Leader 
 

09:15 – 09:35 An introduction to customs and global trade 

In a changing economic climate, global trade is becoming more 
and more important and cross border activities become an integral 
part of business and business operations. This introductory session 

will set the tone and give a high level overview of what customs 
and global trade means and the impact of cross border business. 

Fernand Rutten, Global Leader, Global 
Trade Advisory 

09:35 – 09:55 PLENARY SESSION I:  
Customs & Global Trade in a changing environment 
As part of the 2030 transformation program Saudi Customs has 

developed a clear vision and strategy for the years to come. Global 
developments and initiatives like the trade facilitation agreement 
make that KSA is becoming more & more a strategic player in the 
world’s economy. Cross-border volumes will go up as a result of an 
increasing customs and market oriented focus. The Excellency will 

elaborate on the KSA customs vision and strategy to achieve the 
2030 goals. 
 
 

Saudi Customs  
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09:55– 10:25 Coffee Break  

10:25 – 10:55 PLENARY SESSION II: 
Trade Facilitation Agreement : Strategic opportunity for 
Global Trade 

TFA could be one of the most important policy initiative of World 
Trade Organization (WTO) which will leave a lasting impression on 
the way global trade operations will be conducted in the times to 
come. TFA vision of an efficient and seamless global trade across 
borders will continue to drive change in legislative and 

administrative framework of customs and global trade space for 
the coming decade. As TFA focuses on reduction in release time, 
improvement in speed of trade, reduction non-tariff cost in trade 
and adoption of trade technology for harmonization of global trade 
process and seamless flow of data, it will contribute to increase in 
global GDP and also contribute to improved profitability of 
businesses from global trade operations. 
 

Himanshu Tewari 

Alaeddin Al Hiary  

10:55 - 11:25 Coffee break  
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11:25 - 11:55 PLENARY SESSION III: Transfer Pricing: Valuation 
challenges for cross border businesses 

The Kingdom has seen the recent introduction of Transfer pricing 
regulations and Country by Country reporting requirements. 

The audit of customs valuation methods in light of a company’s 
transfer-pricing (TP) documentation is a new approach in some 
Member States, whereas it is a current and standard practice in 
others.  Using both customs and transfer pricing expertise this 
session will provide an update on this audit practice.  

This plenary session will start by an interactive diagnostic of the 
audience’s experience including the challenges, pitfalls and best 
practices. Then Deloitte customs and TP professionals as well as 
experts from industry will share the legal, tax and practical aspects 
of cross-competencies analysis made by tax authorities and how to 
prepare for a KSA customs valuation audit having in mind transfer-
pricing elements.  

By the end of the session participants will have a clear view of the 
key:  

o documentation to be prepared; 
o aspects of the audit and how to prepare for it; 

 
Issues to have in mind when aligning a company’s operations and 
customs values. 

Mourad Chatar 

Shiv Mahalingham 
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11:55 – 12:25 PLENARY SESSION IV: Global Trade Master Data 
management 
 
To allow authorities to deal with the ever growing volumes and 
business to have fast clearance of goods, paper declarations and 

forms are rapidly disappearing and replaced by electronic filing all 
over the world. In facilitation programs such as Authorized 
Economic Operator, the exchange of data between authorities and 
businesses is crucial for sustainable, compliant and efficient trade 
flows.   

 
In this world, having qualitative data is critical, but very 
challenging. For Trade there are 3 specific Trade Master Data 
elements that are key: Classification -, Origin- and Valuation of 

goods.  This session is about the setup of these Global Trade 
Master data elements, the issues and complexities we see and how 
companies should maintain them.   

Fernand Rutten 

Angelica Tsakidiris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12:25 – 12:40 Client use case/ top tips 

This session is about a client use case, setting out the global trade 
and customs strategy and the importance of it. The session will be 
co-hosted by the client. 

TBD 

12:40 – 12:50 Closing remarks  

12:50 Lunch  

 
 


