
UAE publishes Cabinet Decision No. 52 and 55 of 2019
The scope of Excisable goods have been expanded
October 2019
Ministerial Decision No.236 and 237 of 2019 have confirmed that Cabinet Decisions No.52 and 55 of 2019 will come into effect from 1 
December 2019, expanding the scope of Excise Tax to cover to cover sweetened drinks and electronic smoking devices and tobacco products 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This means that there are less than two months for affected businesses to get ready for this 
change. The Federal Tax Authority (FTA) has now published the following decisions:

     Ministerial Decision No. 236 of 2019 – Implementation of the Cabinet Decision No. 52 of 2019 On Excise Goods, Excise Tax Rates and the 
Methods of Calculating the Excise Price

     Ministerial Decision No. 237 of 2019 – Implementation of the Cabinet Decision No. 55 of 2019 On Excise Price for Tobacco Products
 
Ministerial Decision No. 236 of 2019 also includes details on Harmonized Systems (HS) codes for liquids used in electronic smoking devices 
and tools, electronic smoking devices and tools, excise price, and abrogation of conflicting legislation.

We have a dedicated team of Excise Tax specialists to help you get ready for the impending expansion of Excise Tax to sweetened beverages, 
electronic smoking devices and associated tools and liquids. Areas where we can provide Excise Tax implementation support are:

Product classification
·  Review of products to determine 
whether they are liable to Excise Tax 
and the associated registration 
obligations
·  Analysis of the potential impact of 
Excise Tax on current product 
costing, pricing and margin 
determination

Registrations
Excise Tax Registrations must be 
completed via the relevant online 
application forms on the FTA’s 
e-services portal. We can assist you 
with registration procedures for both:
·  Taxable Person Registration
·  Excise Goods registration

Compliance
We can review your Excise Tax Returns or 
Transitional Returns prior to the submission of 
these to the FTA in the following capacity:
·  Review of figures provided by your business 
and supporting work papers and summary 
reports
·  High-level testing and reconciliation of the data 
underlying Excise Tax return
·  Review and recommendations on Excise Tax 
return process

Ad-hoc advisory services
We can answer any queries including 
queries you may have during the 
transitional period and following the 
introduction of Excise Tax on the new 
excisable products, including but not 
limited to:
·  Drafting clarification requests to the 
FTA
·  Review of contracts
·  Staff training sessions

Impact assessment
An Excise Tax Impact Assessment tailored 
to your business
Documentation of movements and 
transactions subject to Excise Tax, 
including:
·  Excise Tax registration and reporting 
obligations
·  Identification of Excise Tax or cash flow 
cost mitigation opportunities
·  Assessment of Excise Tax readiness of 
your current IT systems in light of the new 
reporting requirements that were 
introduced in September 2019

How can Deloitte help? 
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https://tax.gov.ae/-/media/Files/FTA/links/Legislation/Excise-tax/Ministerial-Decision-No-236-of-2019.pdf
https://tax.gov.ae/-/media/Files/FTA/links/Legislation/Excise-tax/Cabinet-Decision-No-52-of-2019.pdf
https://tax.gov.ae/-/media/Files/FTA/links/Legislation/Excise-tax/Ministerial-Decision-No-237-of-2019.pdf
https://tax.gov.ae/-/media/Files/FTA/links/Legislation/Excise-tax/Cabinet-Decision-No-52-of-2019.pdf
https://eservices.tax.gov.ae/en-us/login?returnurl=/en-us/user/dashboard
https://eservices.tax.gov.ae/en-us/login?returnurl=/en-us/user/dashboard


This publication has been written in general terms and therefore cannot be relied on to cover specific situations; application of 
the principles set out will depend upon the particular circumstances involved and we recommend that you obtain professional 
advice before acting or refraining from acting on any of the contents of this publication.
Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global network of member firms, and their 
related entities. DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) and each of its member firms are legally separate and independent 
entities. DTTL does not provide services to clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about to learn more.
Deloitte is a leading global provider of audit and assurance, consulting, financial advisory, risk advisory, tax and related services. 
Our network of member firms in more than 150 countries and territories, serves four out of five Fortune Global 500® 
companies. Learn how Deloitte’s approximately 280,000 people make an impact that matters at www.deloitte.com.
Deloitte & Touche (M.E.) (DME) would be pleased to advise readers on how to apply the principles set out in this publication to 
their specific circumstances. Deloitte & Touche (M.E.) accepts no duty of care or liability for any loss occasioned to any person 
acting or refraining from action as a result of any material in this publication.
DME is a licensed member firm of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (DTTL) and is a leading professional services firm 
established in the Middle East region with uninterrupted presence since 1926. DME’s presence in the Middle East region is 
established through its affiliated independent legal entities, which are licensed to operate and to provide services under the 
applicable laws and regulations of the relevant country. DME’s affiliates and related entities cannot oblige each other and/or 
DME, and when providing services, each affiliate and related entity engages directly and independently with its own clients and 
shall only be liable for its own acts or omissions and not those of any other affiliate.
DME provides audit and assurance, tax, consulting, financial advisory and risk advisory services through 25 offices in 14 
countries with more than 3,300 partners, directors and staff. It has also received numerous awards in the last few years which 
include, Middle East Best Continuity and Resilience provider (2016), World Tax Awards (2017), Best Advisory and Consultancy 
Firm (2016), the Middle East Training & Development Excellence Award by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England 
and Wales (ICAEW), as well as the best CSR integrated organization.

© 2019 Deloitte & Touche (M.E.). All rights reserved.

Our indirect tax experts listed below would be happy to support you through a one on one discussion to further address your VAT 
implementation and understand your specific needs and the implications on your particular business.
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