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The Western Cape 
Department of 
Economic Development 
and Tourism 
and Deloitte welcome 
you to the inaugural 
Western Cape 
Funding Fair



The Western Cape Funding Fair 
aims to facilitate face-to-face 
contact between entrepreneurs/
businesses and various funding 
institutions within the region. 
The initiative seeks to educate 
and empower businesses on the 
holistic approach and processes 
to follow in turning ideas into 
bankable businesses plans that 
attract the right type of funding 
and investment.



Time Speaker Topic

08:45 - 08:50 Marius Alberts 

Regional Leader (Deloitte 

Western Cape)

Welcome

08:55 - 09:05 Minister Alan Winde 

Minister of Economic 

Opportunities 

(Western Cape 

Government)

Opening address

09:05 - 09:10 Mweli Ndaba 

(Independent Consultant)

Welcome and running order of 

the day

09:15 - 09:30 Tim Harris 

(CEO Wesgro)

Western Cape Economy & 

Opportunities for Growth

09:35 - 10:00 Mike Herrington 

Executive Director of the 

Global Entrepreneurship 

Research Association 

(GERA) 

Is South Africa heading for an 

economic meltdown? 

10:00 - 10:15 - TEA

10:15 - 10:45 Fred Robertson 

(Brimstone)

Starting a business - an 

entrepreneur’s perspective 

10:45 - 11:10 Philip Barrett 

(Deloitte Digital)

Gain a sustainable competitive 

advantage with Design Thinking

11:15 - 11:40 Raybin Windvogel 

(Western Cape 

Government) 

Red tape reduction

Western Cape Funding Fair
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11:45 - 12:30 Panel Discussion facilitated 

by Kieno Kammies 

(Cape Talk) 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Craig - Artlab 

Nick Ferguson - 

Entrepreneur 

Sibusiso Tshabalala - 

Entrepreneur 

Paul Raphaely - Nomu 

Starting a business - an 

entrepreneur’s perspective 

12:30 - 13:30 - LUNCH

13:35 - 13:50 Aalia Manie 

(Webber Wentzel)

Maximising brands and 

monetising ideas - an IP toolkit 

for businesses

13:55 - 14:15 Lebo Gunguluza 

(Entrepreneur)

Starting a business - an 

entrepreneur’s perspective 

14:20 - 14:40 Andre Pottas 

(Maitland)

Preparing your business for 

funding

14:45 - 15:30 Panel Discussion facilitatetd 

by Mweli Ndaba 

(Independent Consultant) 

FUNDERS 

Bernie Berkowitz - ABSA 

Patrick Schofield - 

Thundafund founder 

Brett Comallie - Angel 

Hub  

Saberi Marais - TIA

Preparing your business for 

funding



15:30 Mweli Ndaba 

(Independent Consultant)

Close and thank you

15:30 - CLOSE

Western Cape Funding Fair Exhibition

09h00 - 16h00 More than 25 funding insitutions, business chambers and 

Special Purpose  

Vehicles will be present to engage with delegates on the various 

services and products available to entrepreneurs, start-ups and 

established businesses. 

Exhibitors

1. ABSA Bank

2. Nedbank

3. Rand Trust Financiers

4. ASISA Ventures Fund & Edge Growth

5. Technology Innovation Agency

6. Clotex

7. Bibby Apex Financial Services

8. Anglo American Zimele

9. Caban Investments (Pty) Ltd

10. National Empowerment Fund

11. IDC

12. Business Partners

13. Cape Chamber of Commerce

14. Future Growth

15. Newtown Partners

16. KINNVEST

17. Silicon Cape

18. Hyperion Development

19. BG Group South Africa

20. Y2K10 Finance (Pty) Ltd

21. SEFA

22. South African Oil & Gas Alliance

23. SEDA - Western Cape 

24. Cape Innovation and Technology 

Initiative

25. Stellar Empowerment Trust

26. UIF

27. The Interface Financial Group



Profile
Marius was appointed as the Regional Leader for Deloitte in the Western Cape 

in January 2013. He is a qualified attorney and became a director of the firm 

in 2005. In 2007 Marius was chosen to lead Deloitte’s national Forensics Unit 

where he went on to build a team which established a reputation for combating 

fraud and corruption. Between 2009 and 2012 he led the Western Cape Risk 

Advisory business. Marius is one of Deloitte South Africa’s leading spokespeople 

on the topics of fraud and anti-corruption and continues to Lead Deloitte Tip Offs 

Anonymous, Africa’s leading whistle-blowing and ethics line.

Marius Alberts
Regional Leader

Deloitte Western Cape



Profile
As Minister of Economic Opportunities, Alan Winde is responsible for the Western 

Cape Government’s number one strategic goal: the creation of opportunities for 

growth and jobs. 

Minister Winde’s two departments, Agriculture and Economic Development & 

Tourism, are driving the Western Cape’s Project Khulisa growth strategy, through 

which we are seeking to dramatically accelerate our economy. 

Before embarking on his political career, Minister Winde was a successful 

entrepreneur, having founded 10 businesses. 

Minister Winde gained his political proficiency by working from the bottom up - first 

as a councillor, then as a member of the Provincial Legislature, and finally, as an 

Executive Member of the Western Cape Government.  

He became Minister of Economic Opportunities after the Democratic Alliance retained 

the Western Cape in the 2014 general elections. Between 2009 and 2014 he served 

as the Minister of Finance, Economic Development and Tourism.

During his first term in office, Minister Winde initiated exciting new projects to 

increase the attractiveness of the Western Cape as an investment destination and to 

stimulate jobs and growth.  These initiatives have delivered a significant boost, with 

the latest employment statistics showing that the Western Cape is South Africa’s 

fastest job-creating region. 

Alan Winde
Minister of Economic Opportunities

Western Cape



Profile
Mweli Ndaba, a UCT alumna, is a qualified charted accountant who completed his 

training contract at Deloitte where he subsequently served as manager in Audit and 

later Corporate Finance Advisory.   

His professional experience spans various industries including Banking, Development 

Finance, Health, Education, ICT, Manufacturing and Transport with both Public and 

Private sector clients. Although predominantly based in South Africa, he has delivered 

short term engagements in Namibia and Zambia and has broadend his career on the 

African continent following his move to Barclays Africa.

As a member of SAICA Mweli is passionately engaged with learning and 

transformation to impact socio-economic development, with particular interest in the 

role of the SMME sector and the human 

In the coming years, Minister Winde will continue to prioritise red tape reduction, and 

to ensure that the Ministry of Economic Opportunities is South Africa’s most accessible 

government office.

Having come from a business environment himself, Minister Winde understands the 

challenges faced by entrepreneurs and he is determined to unblock these constraints 

to ensure that aspiring business people are able to grow their businesses and create 

jobs in our economy. 

Mweli Ndaba
Independent Consultant



Profile
Tim Harris assumed the role of Chief Executive Officer of Wesgro in March 2015

Prior to joining Wesgro, he was the Director of Trade and Investment in the Office of 

the Executive Mayor at the City of Cape Town.

Tim previously served as Member of Parliament and Shadow Minister of Finance 

for the Democratic Alliance (DA). He was the MP for Cape Town’s “Good Hope” 

constituency and the Parliamentary Counsellor to Lindiwe Mazibuko.

He holds a BA in English Literature and a Masters in Economics from the University 

of Cape Town – qualifications that have paved the way for him to become an 

instrumental and respected figure in the enhancement of Trade and Investment in the 

province.

Tim also completed a stint in investment banking and in addition served as the Vice 

President for Africa on the Bureau of Liberal International, the global group of

Tim Harris
Wesgro



Profile
Mike Herrington currently holds the position of Executive Director of the Global 

Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) which is part of the Global Entrepreneurship Research 

Association (GERA) and is the Team Leader for GEM South Africa. He is currently based 

at the Graduate School of Business, University of Cape Town, South Africa.

Mike was involved with a number of Southern African companies in the 1970’s 

and 1980’s including Nedlor Investments in Zimbabwe in the 1970’s and then as 

General Manager of Southern Paper Industries in South Africa.  He then became 

joint Managing Director and shareholder of Classic Holdings in the Western Cape, 

the latter being a company which manufactures and markets by direct sales a range 

of up-market stainless steel cookware both in South Africa and several overseas 

countries. He helped start several new Divisions within the Group.  

In the mid 1980’s he moved to New Zealand to take up the position of General 

Manager of a cosmetic company and whilst there started his own cosmetic company 

which he later sold.  This company is still operating and employees over 250 people.

He returned to South Africa in 1989 and started a ladies hosiery company which he 

and a partner built-up to one employing several thousand people and dominating over 

85% of the South African market.  They eventually sold out to the American company, 

Sara-Lee Corporation, after which Mike continued to stay with the company for a 

further number of years, before “retiring” in 1999.

Mike Herrington
Executive Director of the Global 

Entrepreneurship Research Association (GERA)



He was then asked to join the Business School in 2001.  Mike obtained an MBA from 

Cape Town University and a PhD from London.  He is currently involved in teaching MBA 

students specializing in New Venture Planning and Entrepreneurship as well as teaching 

in Customized Academic Learning and Executive Education Programmes.  His activities 

revolve around teaching, research and business creation both in the high-tech, high-

potential sector as well as with SMME’s. He is involved in a number of SMME initiatives 

and has done research on SMME’s and entrepreneurship and is the South African Team 

leader for the prestigious Global Entrepreneurship Monitor which is an International 

project incorporating 99 countries. In 2010 he was appointed to the Board of GEM 

and then subsequently in July 2011 became the Executive Director of the worldwide 

organization. He has managed to find a balance between theory and practice. 

Profile
Fred was born in District Six from where his entire family was evicted by the apartheid 

government. He started his working life as a teacher in 1975. In 1980 he entered the 

insurance industry.   In 1990, shortly after the release of Nelson Mandela, Fred started 

his own brokerage. Thereafter he co-founded many companies, including African 

Harvest Limited, African Legends, Brimstone Investment Corporation Limited, and Lion 

of Africa Insurance Company Limited.

In 1995 Fred co-founded empowerment company Brimstone Investment Corporation 

Limited with Mustaq Brey.  The company was started with initial capital of R3 million 

mainly from community based investors and listed on the JSE in 1998. It has in excess 

of 3200 shareholders, employs in excess of 3 400 people in its subsidiaries and 

more than 24 000 people in its associates and investments.  Brimstone’s purpose is 

enshrined in a philosophy based on three tenets. It aims to be Profitable, Empowering 

Fred Robertson
Executive Chairman Brimstone



and to have a Positive Social Impact on society. Brimstone’s asset base is currently more 

than R8 billion. Brimstone’s key investments are in the financial services, food, healthcare, 

and infrastructure sectors.

In 2002, Fred’s family owned company, Commlife Holdings, acquired the oldest company 

in the Cape’s previously disadvantaged community, namely, African Peoples Organisation 

Burial Society, now known as Lion of Africa Life Assurance Company Limited. The 105 year 

old organisation is now a fully fledged life assurance company. 

Presently Fred serves as Executive Chairman of Brimstone. His Non Executive 

Chairmanships include Lion of Africa Insurance Company Limited, Sea Harvest Limited, and 

leading menswear manufacturer House of Monatic.

He also serves as non-executive on the boards of Remgro Limited, Aon Re Africa (Pty) 

Limited, Old Mutual Emerging Markets Limited (Africa, India, China, Columbia, Mexico, 

Uruguay and Mauritius), Novus Holdings Limited, and Swiss Re South Africa.

Fred’s trusteeships and patronages include, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the 

University of the Western Cape Foundation; Interim Chairman of the Jakes Gerwel 

Foundation; Member of the Cape Peninsula University of Technology Entrepreneurship 

Advisory Board; Trustee of the Masizizane Fund; Patron to the South African Academy for 

Young Leaders; and Patron to the Youth Unemployment Peoples Project.

Fred is the recipient of the CNBC AFRICA’s All Africa Business Leadership Awards (AABLA) 

Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2014. In April 2016 Fred received an Honorary Doctorate 

in Philosophy from the University of the Western Cape.



Profile
Phil Barrett is an associate director at Deloitte Digital Africa, leading their experience 

design team.

He has over 20 years experience in digital innovation. He launched early websites 

for News Corporation in London and New York, helped to create the BBC’s first 

website, and looked after technology and design for the launch of Lastminute.com 

in 1997. 

He was a founding director of Flow Interactive, a specialist experience design 

consultancy in London, in 1998 and started the South Africa office in 2007. Flow 

became part of Deloitte Digital in 2014. Clients in the UK and South Africa include 

Vodafone, British Telecom, Computicket, Standard Bank, Old Mutual, and Barclays.

Phil’s current passion is helping large organisations to manage digital innovation 

successfully. He and the team use Design Thinking and Lean Startup to make it 

happen.

Phil Barrett
Deloitte Digital



Profile
Raybin studied law and was in private practice before joining the Western Cape 

Government in 1999. He was the province’s first Consumer Protector, a position he 

held until 2006, when he moved to the Western Cape Liquor Board, where he was 

initially responsible for the drafting and approval of the provincial liquor act. From 

2010 to 2012 he was also chairperson of its board. He joined the Red Tape Reduction 

Unit in 2013. 

Raybin is passionate about small business and has always used his positions and access 

to resources to assist them in whatever way possible. The provincial government’s 

commitment to create an enabling environment for businesses to be established and 

grow provides an ideal platform for Raybin and his team to live out that passion.

He has extensive experience in legislative drafting and review and oversaw the process 

to have regulatory impact assessment (RIA) adopted by the provincial cabinet as a 

requirement for all new legislation introduced in the provincial government sphere.    

Raybin Windvogel
Western Cape Government



Profile
At the age of 40, Kieno Kammies has spent half of his life in commercial radio, most of 

it at Primedia Broadcasting where he currently hosts the breakfast show on Cape Talk.

 

Kino’s core passion is business and people. He has built an amazing network, which 

he leverages and adds value to through his current business ventures.

 

Kieno owns Kino Kammies Business Solutions (Pty) Ltd, a strategy company with EQ 

at its core. Strategy without building meaningful value propositions for all people who 

make your business , is a waste of time,  is what he believes.

 

He has also become an angel investor, buying a third of a drone business with an 

established platform that aims to improve farmers’ crop yields, provide a peace of 

mind airborne security solutions, as well as solutions that can save lives in the search 

and rescue  sphere.

 

His most important job though is being a father to teenage boys, Tyler and Cameron.

 

Having grown up in Elsies River in Cape Town, Kino believes it’s important to 

remember your roots, especially the possibilities to improve lives through creating self-

belief and opportunities. 

Kieno Kammies
Talk Show Host / Entrepreneur / Angel Investor



Craig Whyte is the founder of ArtLab - a specialist large format digital printing 

company now expanding into the exciting new world of digital textile printing. Craig 

has over 34 years’ experience in the industry having been a pioneer of digital print in 

SA since 1983.” Art Lab was one of the shortlisted projects that pitched to funders at 

the Western Cape Funding Fair in March and has subsequently concluded a deal. 

Craig Whyte 
Founder ArtLab

Profile
Nicholas Ferguson background as a Chartered Accountant helped him successfully 

navigate the world of commercial property and hospitality. Always looking for a creative 

angle on his projects, Nicholas has been instrumental in some of Cape Town’s most 

well-known property developments. Close to his heart are The Old Biscuit Mill and the 

Woodstock Exchange, both have which have helped rejuvenate the area of Woodstock. 

He is now part of a team looking at building in excess of 1000 apartments in Woodstock 

and a large mixed use development at the River Club in Observatory. Nicholas was also 

a co-founder of The Daddy Group, which includes well know hotels and lodges in and 

around Cape Town, a co-working facility, online group buying site “Daddy’s Deals” and 

a business incubator. Over the years Nicholas has also been instrumental in founding, 

acquiring and selling diverse businesses such as call centres and mail order businesses.

Nicholas Ferguson
Entrepreneur



Profile
Sibusiso Tshabalala, owner of Berry Hill Trading, set up his business after visiting the 

family farm in Volksrust. His grandfather had a small-scale charcoal and woodcutting 

venture and Sibusiso’s dream was to set South Africa on fire. He stated to have taken 

a big risk when he started Berry Hill Trading.

He received assistance from Pick n Pay’s mentorship programme that saw potential In 

his business and decided to invest in it through the Pick n Pay Ackermand Foundation. 

Sibusiso was surprised that he had been noticed by such a large company, but that’s a 

major part of the way Pick n pay does business; empowering people with sustainable 

dreams. Sibusiso supplies Pick n Pay store across SA with his charcoal product. 

Sibusiso’s success  proves why doing good is good business. He now employs more 

that 200 people and gathers wood from the farms of around 3 emerging farmers, 

much of which comes from alien vegetation. He is currently busy with the following 

projects: Berry Hill Trading 54, Biozest Pty Ltd, Lavender Moon Trading, IDS Consulting 

and 305 Forest consortiums. He holds Financial Management, Human Resource 

Management and marketing management degrees from With University.

Sibusiso Tshabalala
Entrepreneur



Profile
Paul Raphaely is one half of the team behind NOMU Brands; one of South Africa’s 

leading innovation and trend-creating Food Brands.

As a veteran of the advertising and then liquor industries, Paul has made a professional 

career out of deliberately picking fights with the biggest brands on the block. This is 

where NOMU excels, as a punchy, design and innovation leader, with a range of more 

than 140 products, exported currently to more than 30 markets.

Paul is also an experienced public speaker, regularly addressing various business and 

educational groups, often on the topic of Entrepreneurial Brand Building. He’s known 

to use military metaphor and analogy far too often.

Paul Raphaely  
NOMU

Aalia Manie
Webber Wentzel

Profile
Aalia Manie is a Senior Associate in the Technology, Media, Telecommunications & 

Intellectual Property Practice at Webber Wentzel.  

She specialises in all aspects of intellectual property (IP), including trade marks, 

patents, designs, copyright, software, biotechnology, fintech and digital technologies. 

A large component of Aalia’s practice involves monetising and extracting value 



Profile
Lebo Gunguluza, Entrepreneur, Turnaround Strategist, Business Speaker and Dragon 

Investor on South Africa’s Dragons Den TV Show – is known as the “The Breakthrough 

Entrepreneur”.

At the age of 27, he became one of South Africa’s youngest self-made black 

millionaires, without any funding or tenders from government, and over the years he 

built a multimillion rand empire where he had to overcome tremendous odds on his 

entrepreneurial journey. 

Lebo Gunguluza
Entrepreneur

from IP assets through licensing, research and development, joint ventures and 

other commercial deals. Aalia has significant experience in complex IP issues arising 

from local and cross-border acquisitions, disposals, restructures and due diligence 

investigations. She also advises clients on the protection and enforcement of IP rights 

as well as e-business, advertising laws and the exchange control regulations as they 

apply to IP.

Some of the clients that Aalia has advised include Naspers, WeChat, Tracker, Unilever 

and Walmart.

Aalia has a Business Science degree in Finance, with first class honours, and an LLB 

degree from the University of Cape Town. She also recently obtained a certificate in 

Copyright from Harvard University and the University of Cape Town. 



He is one of the key founders of the South African Black Entrepreneurs Forum to 

address issues facing black entrepreneurs in South Africa. Gunguluza adapted the 

title of “’The Ultimate Breakthrough Entrepreneur” and was awarded with the “Africa 

Heritage Youth Entrepreneur Award” five years later. He also became a resident 

millionaire youth entrepreneur on a youth TV programme called “Take 5”, where 

he guided, motivated and inspired aspiring youth entrepreneurs who are starting or 

running their own businesses. He was honoured by the Millionaires Club with the 

Leadership Award in May 2010, and later received the Bethesda Business Award for 

his contribution to the development of Entrepreneurship in South Africa.

He is the Founder and Group Chairman of the Gem (Gunguluza Enterprises and Media) 

Group established in 2002, an integrated media and hospitality group with interests in 

companies that serve in the media, communications, hospitality and IT spheres.

 Mr. Gunguluza’s career started at SABC where he was responsible of promoting 

the African Language stations, and later Metro FM. He then left for a broadcasting 

course in the US, and came back to join Herdbouys Advertising. That is where he 

gained strong understanding of the media and advertising business. His journey 

as an entrepreneur started in entertainment through his first company Gunguluza 

Entertainment and later refocused his businesses towards corporate communication 

and media spaces. 

He is also the Chairman and Principal Consultant of the Local Government Business 

Network (LGBN). 

He is also the Founder and Chairman of GovNet South Africa, a specialist government 

relations and communications agency, which helps government and its agencies 

communicate their plans and programmes to their stakeholders and profiles 

companies to government that want to partner or do business with government.  

He is also a Director of Municipal Property Management (MPS) which specialises 

in helping municipalities manage their land and property better and enhance their 

revenues. In expanding his hospitality portfolio, Mr. Gunguluza recently launched the 

Izani Luxury Hotel Network, administered by Izani Hotels which provides corporate 

and government access to forward thinking luxury hotels that provide a great guest 

experience.



André Pottas 
Maitland Group

Profile
André is the global Head of Corporate Client Operations for the Maitland Group, having 

joined Maitland from Deloitte in October 2015. André has leadership responsibility for 

the Maitland Corporate Client Services operations, which comprise Corporate Fiduciary 

Services, Corporate Secretarial Services, Corporate Administration Services, Corporate 

Accounting and Tax Services, and Securitisation Administration and Backup Servicing, 

for a client base comprising mainly local and multi-jurisdictional investment holding, 

structured finance and structured lending vehicles.

André was previously a Deloitte partner for 13 years, in the Financial Services and later 

the Corporate Finance division, where he held various leadership roles, including Deloitte 

Africa Corporate Finance Advisory leader, Deloitte Africa Infrastructure & Capital Projects 

Advisory leader, and Deloitte Corporate Finance KZN Regional leader. 

André has 21 years of international experience covering banking, asset management, 

debt origination, securitisation and project and infrastructure finance. As part of his debt 

origination portfolio, André has provided advisory and transaction support services on a 

large number of debt capital issuances, in both the South African and Eurobond markets. 

André has been active in the South African securitisation market since its inception in 

2001 and is a founding member and past chairman of the South African Securitisation 

Forum and a member of the Association of Corporate Treasurers of Southern Africa. 

André is a successful ‘entrepreneur’, having conceived, initiated and developed the 

Deloitte ‘Funding Fairs’ initiative, as well as a number of new service offerings within 

Deloitte, including the Deloitte Southern Africa securitisation practice, the Deloitte 

securitisation outsourced administration and backup servicing business, the Deloitte 

Southern Africa debt advisory practice, and the Deloitte Africa infrastructure and capital 

projects advisory offering and capital projects financial modelling offering. 



Profile
Bernie Berkowitz is the Provincial Manager for Absa Enterprise development. His 

area of responsibility is driving the Enterprise development agenda for group in the 

region which focuses on developing and creating opportunities for entrepreneurs and 

emerging small businesses to grow and become more sustainable.Bernie was key in 

the role out of the successful market linkages platform for SME’s, Absa procurement 

portal Bernie has 19 years’ service in Absa Bank mostly in a frontline Sales & 

Relationship banking environment.

Bernie’s academic qualifications include Post Graduate Diploma in Practice and Sales 

management UCT, Wealth and finance Diploma GIBS, and CFP University of Free State.

Bernie Berkowitz 
Absa

Profile
Patrick is a social entrepreneur. Believing in the principle of ‘doing good is good 

business’ he has invested in and is part of a number of successful social enterprises 

in South Africa including Thundfund; The Indalo Project; Streetwires Artist Collective; 

Kwalapa Organic Wholefoods Centre; Billboard Information Services & African Manga. 

He talks & consults regularly on social entrepreneurship and has won a number local 

and international awards. 

Patrick Schofield
Thundafund



Profile
Lead partner for AngelHub Ventures, an early stage Venture Capital fund investing into 

high growth businesses with innovative business models led by strong entrepreneurs. 

He trained and worked as a CA with Deloittes and PWC in SA and in the Middle East, 

worked as a Merchant Banker for Standard Corporate Merchant Bank, co-founded and 

ran a VC fund for Remgro Ltd (a listed investment firm) and co-founded South Africa’s 

first business Angel investment group along the way.  However, plenty of his best 

lessons come from many trials and errors investing his own and others’ capital into 

various start-ups and young businesses.  He’s keen to help founders avoid the same 

pitfalls and succeed rapidly, and so is a VC investor and advisor to several promising 

young businesses which he believes will be household names soon enough.

Brett Commaille
AngelHub Ventures



Profile
Saberi Marais is currently Head of the Seed Fund Programme for the Technology 

Innovation Agency. The Seed Fund Programme supports early stage development 

of a range of innovative technologies and products that address key economic 

development priority areas for South Africa and its population. The Programme 

partners with Universities, business incubators and development agencies in a 

collaborative model to enable innovators, entrepreneurs and researchers from these 

institutions. Saberi has an MBA (SU) and an MSc in Molecular and Cell Biology (UCT). 

His experience includes technology transfer, the strategic commercialisation of early 

and late stage technology, the management of intellectual property and innovation 

management systems and processes. His past employers included Stellenbosch 

University’s technology transfer company, Innovus; the South African Medical Research 

Council’s Innovation Centre and Biotec Laboratories, a British company developing 

novel TB diagnostics. Saberi was a past Vice President of the Southern African 

Research and Innovation Management Association and a long-standing Exco member 

before that. He is also a co-founder of the popular science communication platform: 

Science Café Cape Town, which aims to reduce the barriers of interaction between 

local researchers and the public to promote the value of scientific principles in a 

comfortable environment and format.

Saberi Marais
TIA



Western Cape Department  Funding Fair made possible by:

We know that project funding is a stumbling 
block for many entrepreneurs. Through this 
Funding Fair, which is a joint initiative between 
Government and business, we are aiming to 
address this Better, Together.”

Alan Winde
Western Cape Minister of Economic Opportunities

“Deloitte Western Cape recognises the  
important role that SMEs play in our 
economy and are proud to partner with 
Government to provide a unique platform for 
funders to connect with business owners and 
stimulate economic growth in the Western 
Cape region.”

Marius Alberts
Deloitte Western Cape Regional Leader
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